WALNUT NEWS
ATTENTION HOMEOWNERS
On October 10, the Walnut Neighborhood Association (WNA) hosted a meeting and invited T.J.
Koenigsfeld from the County Assessor’s Office to
join us. As Walnut works to lift and strengthen our
neighborhood, we wanted to learn more about
property values and taxes. Here’s a brief summary:
-Our neighborhood is assessed every 2 years as
part of a larger defined area. Generally, houses
are assessed with other houses that are similar in
age, style, condition.
-Property values and taxes in a neighborhood don’t
rise much until a neighborhood starts to see a lot of
house sales. As for Walnut, the houses being built
and sold to Habitat homeowners do not count until
that homeowner would sell their Habitat house
(and statistics show that 93% of Habitat homeowners don’t sell…they tend to stay and live in their
home for several years.)
-Walnut is not a “hot market”, therefore, while the
neighborhood is making improvements, property
values and taxes will not spike. Any increases
seen will likely be slow and steady.
If you own a home in Walnut, here are a few tax
credits and deductions you need to know about:
*There is a Homestead Credit that saves about
$200 a year on your property taxes. Be sure
you’ve signed up for this. Call the Assessor’s Office to learn how...319-833-3006.
*There is also a tax break if you are a veteran.
Again, call 319-833-3006.
*And, if you are income-eligible, you might receive
property tax relief through the Black Hawk Treasurer's Office, 319-833-3013.
People tend to want property values to assess on
the high end when they are trying to sell their
home, but no one likes high property values when
it means higher property taxes. We are hopeful
that increased values in our neighborhood over
time will serve as a blessing while not causing too
great of a tax burden.

Nov./Dec. 2019

NEIGHBORHOOD CALENDAR
Tues., Nov. 5– Be sure to vote!
Neighborhood polling place is Harvest Vineyard,
715 E. 4th St.
Thurs., Nov. 7– 5:30-7:00 p.m. WNA Potluck
Where: Walnut Court Commons
Bring a soup, side, or dessert to our annual neighborhood potluck. Hope to see you and your family there!
Tues., Nov. 26 Habitat Home Dedication
Join neighbors and friends in welcoming Jennifer and
her family into the neighborhood! 417 Argyle. Home
dedication celebration starts at 4 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 5– 5:15-6:30 p.m. Neighborhood
Christmas Caroling
Where: Boys & Girls Club Entrance
Neighbors, partners, and Boys & Girls Club youth are
invited to this traditional walk through the neighborhood to spread Christmas joy by caroling together.
We end the evening eating treats at Walnut Court!

Thurs., Dec. 19– 4:00-5:00 p.m. Boys & Girls Club
Teen and Education Center Open House
Where: 815 E. 4th St.

NEIGHBORHOOD HAPPENINGS

*2 Scoops has closed for the winter season. Look for
its doors to open again in the Spring. Jennifer, thank
you for serving up great ice cream and outstanding
service in 2019!

*Would you like to serve on this newsletter team and
help write up short articles every two months? Would
you like to serve on a neighborhood welcome team
that welcomes new neighbors who move into Walnut? If you are interested in either, please contact
Laura Hoy at 319-269-7534.

Find the Walnut Neighborhood on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/walnutneighborhood

You can also learn more about neighborhood happenings at www.linkccd.org.

NONPROFIT CORNER

DEVELOPMENT CORNER

The new Boys & Girls Clubs of the Cedar Valley
Teen & Educational Center will be up and running
January 2020 at 815 E. 4th Street! The building
offers two levels of brand new state of the art
space that will allow our local teens age 14-18 to
fulfill our mission of becoming productive, responsible, and caring citizens. The building will hold a
half gym, pantry, computer lab, theatre, STEM
room, and music room.

Thanks to our neighborhood partner, Habitat for
Humanity, for offering affordable housing development in the Walnut Neighborhood. Over the past 3
years, Habitat has worked with existing homeowners to complete critical home repairs in Walnut,
they have also done full rehabs of existing vacant
homes, and they are infilling some of our vacant
lots with new and beautiful houses that will be
home to new neighbors.

The Grand Opening event will be held on Thursday, December 19 from 4pm-5pm and all are
welcome to join. There will be a ribbon cutting
by Grow Cedar Valley and an address by Boys &
Girls Clubs of America President and CEO, Jim
Clark.

One such home is at 417 Argyle St. Jennifer Brand
applied and qualified to be a Habitat homeowner.
Her downpayment consisted of 300 hours of sweat
equity which has allowed her to learn many new
home construction skils. She has also taken the
required home buyer education course, and she’ll
pay a no interest mortgage back to Habitat after
moving into her new home. Jennifer will receive
the keys to her new home during the Home Dedicaion Ceremony at 417 Argyle on Tuesday, November 26, at 4 p.m. As neighbors, you are
warmly invited to celebrate with Jennifer and her
family on the 26th. Hope to see you there!

“We are excited to take on this responsibility of
providing a safe and productive space for area
teens to come be together, grow, and learn. We
look forward to the positive impact this will make
on our community.’-BGCCV CEO, James Lee
III. We look forward to seeing you on December
19th!”

CHURCH CORNER

NEIGHBOR CORNER

First Presbyterian, 505 Franklin St., hosts a
free community meal every Sunday at 5 p.m.
at their church. This is a wonderful time of
sharing a meal and conversation.

Join us for our annual chili/soup potluck at Walnut
Court Commons Room on Thursday, Nov. 7, from
5:30-7:00 p.m. Bring a soup, side, or dessert to
share!

Impact Church, 715 E. 4th St., is offering a
free Giving Thanks meal on November 19th,
4:30-6:00 p.m.

It’s an annual tradition for neighbors and Boys &
Girls Club students to Christmas carol through the
neighborhood. This year, we are meeting in the
entry at Boys & Girls Club at 5:15 p.m. on Thurs.,
Dec. 5. Join us! We finish at Walnut Court for
treats at 6:30 p.m.

Christmas in Walnut is another traditional event in
our neighborhood. Learn how you can volunteer
on Dec. 14th and be a part of this joyful event.
Go to www.christmasinwalnut.org for more information!

